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Among the twinkling city lights on the groard,
alfline passengers descendding o Ueneva over the
Swiss city's namesake bike may notice 2 nevw glonw
out thelr windows. A soferinerpreiation of
wisueal shomcases like Mew York's Times Square,
the eye-catching display is an animated media
wall adoming the new headquarters of Menck-
Serar, 8 biotechnology division of Merck KGad
that specialites i the sesearch and develapment
af presoripion phanmaceutsoals,

At illamimated weall—cralied oul of boeswis bocks
and embedided LEDs by German mamufactuner
Caebr, Kinfferath Ag—is d vertical welcome mat (o
thse e gy’ s81e Al e i caim pis. Featuring
archirecture by Chicago-based Murphy e
Architecis ard knteriors by London-hesed Mackay

+ Partisers, the campus, officially called the Horinon
Sercaia World Ressarch Centee amd Administratjve
Headquariers, commiprzes six-inberlinking baildings
tha baowase | 200 erngrosoes.

Prior bo madving inta the new Bellides in sardy
2007, Merck-Serona’s Geeneva employees were dis-
commected ana spread dcrass the ety In relocating
all divisions—from Fmance, HR, and marketing o
chinical trials management and rescanch ansd
development—the campany heped 1o faster il-
Inharaticn and spontaneous interaction. = The

LOMpany s management ll-.'qu-rﬂcd Bl e Ve
from a very cellsilar envimammpend fs an 30-20
ratio o open-to-chased offices,” recalls Mark
Inilerhidl, Horzon Serono project manaper.
Flanwever, even the closed offices are braglt and
airy tharks in shandant glass throaghout the
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canpais. There i vizual communication acrmas
the new budldings., Yoo can wee whio 18 in, who
{51 'L, amid what resseting rooms ane free just by
||_-|:-C-q,||1!.: g rI:-.- N |||'|I.'.__ Limdigrhill hilFE

1his visnal |'\-\.'.'II|r.|I'|i.!iI:. wek pssenlial in imlegrat
kg the campus structuees. The induastnal site,
whilch dates back to the 18008, ingluded several
|_':|;|'l.|'|||_g; LT "'I"FE" w:lh kL RIET b k-like charsc
BT 15T |'||_|r|1|_,l_ ke |!."'\-\.|t||1 |_1|'.J.’~u.". local awthon
({1 |;'.“|J.JI:|;|;_| ||'||.I T |'|II|||J;|'.|.L-. -\.lr.ll..'_t:l'-'
named G and HE) be malntained alang with a
third bisildisg of Merck-Serono’ chodoe as a lega
% bin Lhe shig’s [LEEY R ".“.'.llL|J|l¢|.||| iafil 1hese restrics
tians, the team embraced the oder structures
and opened them ap e imeract with the newer
ones. 1he |,'__-\-\.;F|1 lartef « ||.I|Fn| ihse team ywith
crafting spaces filled with daylight and fresh air
Ag such, glass bridges CORRECT The SIFICTETSS Al

every bevel.

Recognizing the scale of the campus (where
spme spaces soar 35 m. high), Mackay 4
Partners sowght 1o brigg down the Interiors to a
more himan scale Ehrotighi dise of ciahisg, MR-
als, texture, light, and graphics. “The strang Foel
o the exterior building 1 obaul transpanency
andl viEbaliy=—slightly unusaal for a Swiss com-
pamy, nobes Ken Sackay, senaor partmer al
Mackay # Pariners. The team placed design de-
ments at various points 0 break up the vistas—
from glass pods not quite in bine with cach other
tir chisiered public seating at the ground bevel
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Ssrrbritien. D P sle-buldng Caimpees inchirds 0 Cassal cahs HpRcE [aDorve rghll, & library (abonve 18N, & LarpaT AEELERTLM
(oyeproailod el ineas Maciibos.

I berrrid al |.I.';|:|},-|_u,;,q_'. the fiew campiss offers 40,000 g m, of offices and
labarasaries, where the mechanizals are hideen to mximtain the clean
pabette. T engasirage swvement among the privase snad public spaces. the
team developed casual Interactlon areas, dubbed “speakeasies,” that are
located af dEgonal and haroiatal phal pedivis aneng floors and budldings.
The spaces are designed with varivus sealing opiicns and ameniiies to
ENLOLTaERE Ira‘-'e|1||5. Larger group epacs imclede an fl\l.1|||!r|'|.' cafbd, a targe
restaurand, o Bbrary, and fines Gedlisies. “Creating spaces that teased people
pir comie oud and mingle wis bnpomant because we wene bringing people
back 1ogether who were wsed 1o meeting mayle onee 3 yean,” seys Machay,

While Swits building codes mandabe o certain level of sustalnability, the
building team thoight shiead by wsing high techinslogy to peodisee by
energy consumption. " The 8 a new campis, a new way of working. and a
new envimpment, s Madkay, “The emphais was to think 50 years
abezd.” Veniilaied fagades bring in fresh air, while external and internal
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biinds Bresk down the lar Be sheets of H|:I'i.‘|. and controd plare. Skewing the
placement of plass pods in langer arcas also helped break dosen direct light.
The building is free of air comditioning—omme the warmer summer
mantha, water from Lake Geneva will be used o ¢hill spaces, 2 manufac
tured rain clowd in the atrum smldifies the large space, and the reof ol
the forum opent Io releade b,

When Merck-Serann cralied (s dnithal design beéel around the concept of
kcal and ghobal imteraction, In nsay e hove eovisioned this perspective
expamding to the building team itself, But Mackay says the project's hoei
zon's expanded far beyond Geneva, Comtractaal husiness was in English.”
he recalls of the project developneit mectings, bt most of the meetings
were in Morwegian, French, Swiss, German, labian, Seotth, or Awestralian,
Ihinking globally, however, jaid off. The resuly, Mackay notes, s "0 irue
sense of being in a new, dynmic Switectland.” B
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Propeotcliemt; Merck Serono. Ardriteet: Musphy lahin, Turerior desigiies
Muackay + Paruere. Strichomlimechamioalelaerrica) ergineer: BGS, Genera!
Cosiac e Sieier, | ||r-||rll|_|.; cesigner LPlan. Arsusticior: AAR; H11!.-||,-||-;L_| &
H. Mok Furmifune fpecification; Madioy + Partners. Lamdsape archibectt
Oilanis Archieen PFapsagistes. Platographer: Timothy Soar,
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Frirrt: Dty Lororesare: Formica, Carpecfonrper i, carper bkt Millien
Carpet, Bentley Pringe Street, Gilere Permasteciisa. Wanidow farmeswall g
feres Faram Spa. Wordstations, Unilor. Workranon i Wilklahn, Lounge
ECaling. arrsronics BB Halia, Cofererir, ||'j||r'.'I!_'I .Iu||'rl|_|r|1||r:_l.|,'j|r|||_-:_' _-'ﬁr:u_': !i|,'\-.|_
BPA Inmternational. Ceher seniing: Walser Enoll, Frite Hansen, nterstul,
Lipfratitery: Koradnat. Feecutive furnitene: Roethlisherger, B4+B Nalia. Otfer
fittes: Unifor, Mokiend & O B+ B halia, Ssoreee Alirend. Ardsitectumal fimerys
Roethlisherger, Molteni S C. Planders: Mobiend & C Signage Client Supply,

where
Lol Ceenewn, Tl fower area: 75000 sq. m. Mo, of fears: 7 in the new

bualdings: ¥ in the hinorc bulldings. Average foor size 600 sq. m, Toral
sral) seze: 1,200,




