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Out of ofhice

Two London architects have converted an empty workspace in the Barbican into a hi-tech
family home that's still in keeping with the functional spirit of the original 1970s building
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[ about the deal uniil is kad gone throwegh,' snys
KITCHEM S¥YNT Machkay ‘Clerkemwell has mor= anchitects per
Wiles designed the sgpare mide than apy ocher discrict In Europss,

T lang Corian kitchen, amd they would have alll keved to et their hands
which ls Aanked by an i The sabe involved a vear of negotiations

cahimels Mor sicrage during which time Mackay and his architec
pareer Tracey Wikes had o change the budlding's
ase from commeercial to residential, apply for an
address and design & homee swithin the restrictions
af thee building™s Grade I-listed siatus.

The frst dme [ snw the spece, itwas obsious
what the layout would be and how the rooms
wonald work, says Wiles, who creared So-odkd
drawings for the renovation, An associate
partmer ot hoster and Parteers, shee has wosked
on nurerous private houses and knew exactly
whan she wanded, "We had a wery sorong conoeps
The only thing Eenand |argued over was the
admin. The praperry had no services, canpets
throughout and a spiral staircase that we wanted
out.” Pemoliten peok thive months and redwosd
thee affice bo a shedl. Mackan: and Wiles wanted
their Imperior b e i e spiri of the original
building, with its giant bash-hammered concrese
pillars, vimber flooms and eonorere ectlings, arxd
designed the space along ‘large ploins”

Around 5o per cene of the interior was bullr
off site and inserted through the front courtyand.
Wie wanted as few walle a5 possible, in order 1o
highlight the original features,” explnine Wiles.
Then came the detailing, & palnscaking prooess,
aided by & flees of builders from lwaly. The couple
andensd seres of begpake cabdness from Mobheni
& ., worked with the biggest sipes they coukd
amd strevched the materials so e bt I had
o look efforibess," says Wiles. They kept materials
Eimple, opong fof one ype of [mnber venser,
matt ard gloss Gndshes and a black, white and
grey colour scheme; ‘Grey 1o make things
disppens,” says Wiles, ‘and whiie in areas we
wianted] oo stand oul” The resull i 8 space that
respects the no-frils brualism of the criginal
Buildimg, bt functicns 38 a comPormable Camily
home. Wy favaurite thing is that it's open plan B

onsidering that the Barbican is home to
maore architects than anywhere else in London,
it's astonishing 1o think that one of its peachiest
Apcsie, the Estate Offsce, was untocupied for
almost a decade. Completed 1974, more than
1en years alter the lirst wave of construction
on the jo-acre site began, it was the place o go
il you wanted 1o buy one of the Barbican's 2,000
bljow aparcnsents, designed by Chambestin,
Porvell B Bon architects, But when the marketing
mnad sales suite moved nine years ngo, the affice
was beft empry, colonised oaly by a few rickety
mendels of the site and & feet of resident window

cheaners. Eagle-eved archited Ken Mackay,
wh hias bived in the area for more than 20 years, DARBICAN WORLD
spied that it was vecant and spent montha gently Whan Wiles and Mackny ware of the Barhican, like this one, by current Barbican resident

haranguing the Sy of London Corporntion ichearing the former Extate which features proposals and Tony Chambers, and detalls
o el it da him. In 2004, Ehey cxpitulated. Office site, they discovered plans, as well a3 black and white  aboutl the Barbican arts
models and baoks relating photography of the area pre- cemtre's 25th annlversary,

50 began the rransformation of the former

‘b the ariginal development eanstruclisn, For a virbual toar e were,erall LA
office inte a hi-tech home. T was tigha-lipped .25 #
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and cellular at the same tinse,' says Wiles. ‘It's a
narmal (nenlly house with a frong and back door
and mess hidden in cupboards,” adds Mackay
Theee chiklpen's rooms lise one side of the
haume, while on the other side, there’s a spare
roam anl the “pad’ - o white padded play anea
for the children. Upstais is the master bedroom,
with bedside vechnolegy that concreds all vhe
gadgetry in the house, *The technology had o be
simple encugh ve b used by Ken's children, who
are aged seven and nine, and the grandparents
whien they LLELAE Wiles, It really iz fealpronad,
cansisting of & portabde touchpad, operating all
Lhree I'll.lil'l"l-l'l TWE, & pIOWecior, 4 s0und sysiem
and the lighting. The kub of the house is a
rm-borg Corlan kieken, designed by Wiles and
fanked by copious stormge, whibe its pidce de
resistamoe i Uhe fommsal doulle-height Hving noom
leading out to a temrace.

Pt of et v el livin g in ehe Barbecans
equivalent of Bockingham Palace (surprisingly,
the Estate Office is larger than any of the
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CLEAN SWEEP
L, Wikes and Mackay's
minimal bedroom

Dedow, pilted conorete

threughout. including
Imthe bathroom

penthouses], Mackay has his eye on renovating
figrther propesmies abave the Barbboan ams contre,
in Frobither Cresoend. Oocupisd as affices sinoe
theeir creagham in ehe ipros, he plans o turm them
back into the aparments they were originally
desmpned 1o e, Wich his prsenice, Macoay asd
Partners, which has a staff of ben, e 5 alko
creating a development the size of Canary Whord
in Gensva, for bic-tech giant Serono, and a
boutigue botel tobe run by hosplealiy students
in central Londen, called the Edge. For her pamn,
Wiles is running Foster and Pammers” design

af Lopdon's Sdken Hogel, sister io Madrid's Hogel
Fuerta Amirbca, Meanwhibe, word has spread
about the residents of Barbican's hippest house,
I ebvee Joeal playgroand, Wikes has 1o feld
reqquests from mums eager to-oome round for

a eollee amd o snoop, 5o fag, we've boon keepeng
a boww profile,’ she says, bt you never know,
mayhe o day [ thaow open the deors and
have an imprompie open bouse" %

wwaw mackavandpareners, co.uk



